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Designing a contemporary,
culturally relevant centre
for Native Canadians
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custom homes

A sophisticated, French-inspired home by Christen Luxury.
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christen luxury homes ltd.
Meeting high in-house standards by keeping the
number of in-progress projects low
by jenni spinner
“we don’t mass-produce our houses,” says
Tony Barone, owner of Christen Luxury Homes. “Each
of our homes is specially designed and built. We take the
lot we’re building on, and we custom-design each house
specifically to fit the property we’ve purchased.”

The firm’s limited number of projects allows its designers,
crews, and project managers to closely focus on details
and provide the best possible product, Barone says. In
addition to building houses for sale on the open market,
Christen Luxury Homes builds homes for residential
clients according to their own custom specifications.

While many custom-home builders throughout the
country construct several spec houses at a time in close“Our clients meet with our architects and design team, and
quartered housing developments, Christen Luxury Homes we work together to build their dream homes,” Barone
meets its own high standards of quality by tackling only
says. “This requires a lot of interaction and close commuone to five houses each year.
nication between the owner and our team.”

at a glance
location:
coquitlam, bc
founded:
2004
employees:
4
area of specialty:
custom-home
construction
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This Christen-built home showcases high-end
features like custom millwork.
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christen luxury homes ltd.

A special emphasis is placed on keeping communication
lines open among all parties—homeowners, designers, crews, and subcontractors. Staff can anticipate and
address challenges and changes before they arise, and
frequent updates among all parties helps avoid unpleasant surprises like costly change orders and overruns,
Barone says.
“We recently completed a house where the homeowner, after the initial drawings were completed, changed his mind
during construction,” he recalls. “He decided he wanted
the pool and hot tub in the basement. We had to reconfigure the ventilation system and redistribute the space to fit
the pool and hot tub, but because we kept in communication with the client and caught the change [right away]
instead of three months later, we could do it.”

custom homes

We stay focused on what
we do best: building dreams
one home at a time.
—Tony Barone, Owner

The company has attracted a loyal client base, and referrals from satisfied customers have almost eliminated the
need for marketing or advertising. “We’re very hands
on and detail oriented,” Barone says. “We manage our
sites ourselves, and we’re there from 7 a.m. until the
last person leaves. We have high expectations from our
subtrades. We oversee every aspect of the home, from
start to finish. And because our main focus is custom
homes, it demands a lot of our attention and time with
every project that we do.”
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That focus has paid off: Barone says the company’s project
schedule is mapped out for the next two years. While the
firm is growing and staying busy, he adds that it’s important that the company doesn’t over-commit itself.

“When you grow more than you’re able to handle, you lose
control of what you do,” Barone says. “Instead, we stay
focused on what we do best: building dreams one home at
a time.” cbq

A message from suzy bamboo floors:

Looking for an enticing and exotic yet durable flooring substitute?
Look no further: Suzy Bamboo is the flooring of choice of elegant
home builders in the world today. Suzy Bamboo’s Bamboo flooring
is extremely strong and long-lasting. All of your guests will marvel
in its gorgeous appearance the moment they walk through your
door. Bamboo is one of the most environmentally friendly building
materials on the market today. Suzy headed straight to the heart of
China to find the hardiest species of Chinese bamboo on the market.
The bamboo is cut into strips before drying and then laminated
under pressure. Have a look at the process of its making at www.
suzybamboo.com.The result is a flooring product that’s stronger
than maple or red oak! For all of your hardwood flooring needs, go
no further than your computer to see our extensive line of products
and species of flooring.

Den/Office featuring
custom millwork.
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